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Welcome to our reading newsletter.

We are excited by the development plans we have for next year,  
aiming to create a culture where students can develop into 
independent readers with a good understanding of both fiction and 
non-fiction texts.

We know that reading benefits many areas of education and life. In 
addition to the obvious benefits on reading comprehension and 
attainment, it also impacts upon:

This newsletter aims to introduce one of our key developments for 
next year, as well as a number of practical ways to engage in reading 
for pleasure.

• vocabulary
• understanding of grammar
• spelling skill
• writing attainment
• attitudes to reading and writing
• knowledge and understanding 

of the world and other people

• achievement in other subjects, 
including maths

• empathy and understanding 
emotions

• mental wellbeing
• development of our sense of 

‘self’ and identity.



One development that we are introducing next year is the 
opportunity for students to read a book of their choice every day 
during tutor time.

We are supporting this by ensuring that students are able to access 
books from within school by raising the profile of our library.

Students are now able to view the library catalogue on the Unify 
section of the school website, meaning that students can see what 
books they would like to borrow from anywhere. All they need is 
their school login details.

Students at Wellsway school all have their own library account for 
borrowing and we welcome them using their library to read books 
for pleasure and books to support their subjects, hobbies and 
interests.  

Did you know that research shows reading just twenty minutes a day 
can greatly improve a student’s achievements not just in English but 
in all subject areas.

You can log on and find out more about our library here:

https://www.wellswayschool.com/student-area/#library

Tutor Time Reading

https://www.wellswayschool.com/student-area/#library


As we approach the end of the academic year, I have no doubt that 
you and your child will have plans for the summer. 

While this will provide lots of opportunities, the following pages give 
some ideas to encourage your children to enjoy adventuring through 
a range of stories.

Other ideas:

Phil Earle Parent Talk
We are delighted to also share a video from the
wonderful author Phil Earle, who shares why he thinks
reading is important as well as ways parents like him 
can support their child with reading.

Phil is the author of many books for young people, 
including the award-winning new novel When the 
Sky Falls. Having struggled with reading himself when 
he was younger, Phil now writes fantastic books and is 
keen to share stories with young people which may 
help them to find the book that will interest them.

Summer Reading



Summer Reading



Shorter-Length, Accessible Novels for 11-14 Year Olds

Many with Dyslexia-Friendly Font and Engaging Stories

Summer Reading



More Short Fiction Reads

Summer Reading



Longer Fiction Reads

Summer Reading
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Non-Fiction Reads

Summer Reading



Summer Reading



And finally…

Exploring a wide variety of experiences and activities helps to introduce your 
child to knowledge and interests they may not otherwise have acquired. You 
may already have lots of ideas for getting out and about over the summer, but 
we have also collated a few ideas to start you off below. These may spark an 
interest in something your child may then want to read about, either through a 
story book or through non-fiction texts.

In this ten-part podcast series, 
the most frequently asked 
questions about Shakespeare’s 
life are explored. Listen
to the podcasts related to the 
questions you are interested in.

Explore the TED-Ed YouTube 
playlist for myths from around the 
world.

Explore areas of the Smithsonian
National Museum of Natural 
History. You can see their 
permanent, current and past 
exhibits.

Browse through the last 500 years 
of art on the Tate Britain
website, viewing artworks and 
videos from the curators. 

Watch a ‘making of’ video about 
a film of your choice. For 
example: Pirates of the
Caribbean, The Curse of the 
Black Pearl, or this video entitled 
Creating Harry Potter. Both 
videos are full of interesting 
information about details you 
may not have noticed and are 
fascinating  insights into the 
production of films.

Watch the first episode of the 
Grand Canyon In Depth Video 
Series, and any other episodes 
you are interested in.

Watch this interview with Tim 
Peake, focusing on his 
experience in space.

Explore the English Timeline on 
the British Library website.

Watch the TED-Ed video The 
unexpected math behind Van 
Gogh’s Starry Night.

Other Experiences

https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/podcasts/lets-talk-shakespeare/
https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/podcasts/lets-talk-shakespeare/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJicmE8fK0EjW2AVwcSc4NvGyJJaw7bzh
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/visit/virtual-tour
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/visit/virtual-tour
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8Uv7ma5IX4&t=2286s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N8Uv7ma5IX4&t=2286s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cD5S1ZvBd-0&t=295s
https://www.nps.gov/grca/learn/photosmultimedia/grand-canyon-in-depth.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ekQtOdz2_G4
https://www.bl.uk/englishtimeline
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PMerSm2ToFY&list=PLJicmE8fK0Ej26EQOOyY5o0PYLZdnuaMK

